Hot  prayiriQ  on  tw  fM  Mr 
gsTM  ftod  a  dbcrimi- 
oalton  (pmptoint 
Marat  Equal  EfT^pkiymorK 
Opportunity  CommiBaioiv 
JoaKannady,  asMam  vanity 
and  haad  junior  varaity  coach 
at  Bnmarton  High  School, 
daima  tia  achooi  dinrict  viD> 
latad  hit  riqhta  by  prohibiting 
him  from  knaaing  atttiaSO- 
yard  ina  and  praying  ■^•ntty 
aUtr  gamat.  School  olficiait 
in  Saptambar  told  him  ha 
oould  pray*  but  hit  praytn 
thould  not  ba 'oidMMfy  dta- 
oarnWa  at  iaioiout  activity.' 


Kroger  to  offer  transgender  benefits 


Up  to  $iooK 
in  coverage 
available  to 
employees 

ASHEVILLE,  N.C.  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  rapoftaj  -  A  national  an- 
pennadtet  chain  with  a  mi^r 
presence  in  Miatissippi  is  set 
to  offer  its  400,000  wrvhers  np 
to  $100,000  for  surgery,  drug 
therapy,  and  other  gender-re- 
asingnment  procedures. 

Tne  Krog^  Company,  baaed 
in  Cincinnati,  Oh.,  and  die  laig- 
est  aupermaricet  cftsin  in  the 
U.S.  with  2,774  i'  cationa,  vrill 
also  become  tne  largest  Ameri¬ 
can  retailer  to  offer  such  cover¬ 
age  beginnixtt  Jan.  1.  The  2014 
Kroger  Fad  Book  lists  33  loca- 


the  moat  Kroger  locations 
b  Califbniia,  with  335  locations. 

The  announcement  earlier 
this  M  thrilled  activists  and 
ne^’s  media  outlets.  The  Daily 
Beast  web  site  called  the  nnive 
a  'milestone  for  private  em¬ 
ployers  in  the  United  States,* 
and  a  'tipping  poinL  of  sorts,* 
because  it  boosted  Kroier's 
score  on  the  Human  Ri^ts 
Campaign's  (Corporate  Equality 
Ind^  a  public  relatkMis  tool 
designed  to  pressure  business¬ 
es  into  adopting  pro-homosex¬ 
ual  policies. 


KROONI  ON  LAKE  HARBOR  DR^fE,  RIDOELAMD 

With  Kroger's  decision  on  pany,  Apple,  Coca-Cola,  Netflix, 
gender  reasskpunent  benefits,  andFaodxiok. 
nine  out  of  the  10  Ungest  Ameri-  Only  four  of  the  10  hugest 
can  private  empfoyers  win  sooie  Anieri^oompanim--Waliiiaft, 
m  "Von  the  index.  McDonald’s,  The  Home  Depot, 

In  2002,  no  maior  U.S.  cor-  and  UPS  —  do  not  offer  'trana- 
poration  covered  tnuugender  inclusive*  benefits,  according 
procedures,  such  as  gender-  to  The  DaSy  Besat  The  website 
reassigninent  surgery  and  drug  noted  that  all  four  would  have 
dasrapy,  under  its  emplo;m  a  100%  latina  if  thty  made  this 
medical  benefit  plan.  Today  sun^change. 
more  than  400  companies  do  Despite  accolancs  fro 
so,  including  Ford  Motcar  Com-  pro-txansgender  oomn 


Despite  accolades  from  the 
pro-trmgender  oommunity. 


Kroger  is  not  setting  a  trend, 
noted  Peter  Sprigg,  teoior  n^ 
search  fellow  for  policy  studies 
at  the  Family  Research  Coundl 
in  Washington,  D.C  Political 
correctness  nas  Vxm  dominated 
higher  educatioo,  the  news  me¬ 
dia,  and  the  entertainment  in- 
du^,  he  pointed  out 

'Unfoftxioaleb^,  I  think  we 
can  DOW  add  moB  of  cafpocale 


BRIEFS 


SUDAN  OmOMS 
SCTCRAOCDOMi  O 

JUBA  Soug\  Sudan  (BP)- 
Sudan  sacurity  officials  have 
anasM  two  Christian  leaders 
near  Khartoum  and  am  alio 
soaking  to  raimprison  two 
pastors  who  wsra  kaad  in 
August  Morning  Sar  Mows 
has  raportsd.  Fkmiy  and 
ohuroh  officials  ware  ghun 
no  raason  for  the  snaat  ol  #ia 
laaders,  who  ham  obfootsd 
to  govammant  demoilM  ct 
churchaa.  Sudan  Piaaidert 
Omar  alBariw  has  vowad 
to  adopt  a  stridor  mrsion  of 
sharia  Mamie  law  and  iaoog» 
nixa  only  Mamie  cuilura  and 
the  Arabic  ianguags. 


WASH.  COACH  RGHTS 
nwrERPMNHBmON 

Bn»(enoN.wb.(BP)> 
MtofM  N«m  Sarvio,  Mpom  a 
Brafnarton.  Mk,  Ng^  fchoo< 


South  Carolina  Baptists  pledge 
$iM  to  support  missionaries 

COLI  JRWA.  81C.  (BP)  -  The  reached  into  the  stale’s  fond  bal-  feom  dte  fond  balanoe  and  mal 
Carohna  Baptist  Cooven-  Mice  —  Mkar  ing  to  aend  a  one  mdlion  doflbr,  ycar^ 
tioa(SCBQ  has  pledged  to  send  $450jx»  feoniie  bwta  —  to  to  the  bgariiati^  Miam 
a  one  mSkm  doBtf,  year-end  provide  the  one  mfBion  Mar  gift  Boar^  1.^  BMo^  piMr 
gift  to  the  Intenislioool  Miaaioo  tolMB.  Pint Qnirdim Chaifestoo. 

Kud(]lfB)ofthe  Southern  Bap-  Speakii^  to  the  eaeaitive  board  D4B  Prerident  Ihnnd  Ph 

tiB  Cboventioo  at  a  time  %yhen  durmg  its  meeting  Dec.  responded,  *My  heart  vus  qw 


cnrshanscnoois 

RECBVEEXMPnON 

NASHVKiJE(BP)-AtlaaB 
SO  Christian  schools  ham 
facaimd  sasmption  from  M- 
aral  TiNs  DC  provisions  faquv- 
ing  aquB  traatmant  baaed  not 
o>^  on  biologioB  gsMsr  but 
also  aansgsndsesd  idsntiiy. 


10 Btoe stale oooventiOBMdmg  whehned  with  oatitude  and  foy 
in  CoiuixiNa,  llarshall  Nalock,  when  I  heard  mB  Soutii  GvO' 
chairman  of  the  boBtfs  Budget,  hna  Bmtists  voted  to  approve  a 
FlnaitoeftAu(fitCaminittee,atod,  one  milioa  dollar  gift  to  the  In- 
*W€  wont  meB  our  oocivention  teniBkinal  MMon  Board.  This 
budget  tins  year,  but  projeotkxis  extremely  generous  gift  will  eo 
Btow  tiiB  we  wflU  be  doser  than  a  long  in  helpiii$  the  IMB 
we  have  been  to  our  bodgB  goal  aB  to  a  bcBtiiy  foumeud  place  in 
—  GlooseDoi^toeend$^o,cxx>  me  present  ao  that  we  can  move 
60m  the  biA$B  rather  than  from  fbrv^  ixito  a  future  marked  by 
tiiefuDdbalaOoe.*  more  miarionariesaent,  more  dis- 

'As  our  rmBmitfTr  looked  at  dples  made,  and  more  churches 
that  gift,  we  uniBdmouslv  decided  punted  among  unieached  peo- 
to  tM  an  additional  $550,000  pies  than  ever  before. 


by  TMs  (X  are  BxMt  16.600 
local  school  dMricB.  7.000 
poi|saoondanf  institutions.  ’ 
and  an  unspsoffM  num¬ 
ber  of  chartsr  and  lofpfoAi 
schooM  Raarias.  muasums, 
vocational  rehabiiiaiion 


Reflecting  on  2015 

/^cTviM  j»  tJie  preadent  (rfthe  Souten 

Cttimitkm  has  been  one  of 
k>the  grealMt  pnvfleges  an^ 

in  my  We.  I  have  now  servedfof  i” 

months  in  this  roJe.  In  final  ailjde  m 

2015  to  our  Southern  Baptist  I 

to  share  five  refloctioos.  . 

9  One  cf  our  unique  strengths  vtnai 
weareacro$s-genmitwrKilcorw^^ 

{✓churches.  I  was  so  eocouiaged  to  see  an 


Guest  opinion 

with  flonnie  Floyd 


Remember  the  martyrs 

[t  is  fitting  that  as  we  ckMe  out  ■MaPch23,i996-;'Q“*Ho®®'4 

anodisryear  of  Great  Commis-  KWnwoftomlflbatae^ 
akm  service  around  the  world,  we  Murdered  in  thairk)dsedapartm«t 
ake  tiiBa.to  reinend>cr  the  misaioii**  B  March  27*  i99t ""  Lynda  Beoiea, 

I  MMi]  woiMi«  in  lUsva.  Beaten  to  <k^ 

iJHKiBanY Southern  Baptist  hi^nvayrobbeninenrlQiabe.Hcrbufr’ 

nia^^So  and  their  fionflies  is  not  band  Larry  was  also  bcubdlybeefeen 
M^^^inottos^ythereisnojoy  but«rwed. 
bSri|»masethefekindeed  ■  October  2,199^ 

;fi^BrSidieaeivkaeofdieLord.  Gilbert,  woftoinaana.!^ 
nSMbeencilMIbyGodaiid  crash  of  hQacbdChBieBejeainer  near 

tewMPf«dftrodtoHislcadiiigof  Guangahoo.  She  was  a  tether  with 

h|if^fi«waL«idthereisno  CoooMtiveServiowlnleni^^ 

jtiwAi  to  isbrrtinn  thrmwh  rmr !  SSMa[;wcddi]cmlibena.Mur^^ 
Sf&wji  Jeans  Christ  ,  rioog  with  her  oaqlttttrlaAA 

fiAitcanbeadiBcuHsaw  rogoiwrit 

nQttL%efeisthewony^beuig  working  dsyi 

MMttWd  by  great  distaneesfiom  dunngaeMfrytafiett^swerannnoc 
owed  eoes  who  need  them,  auchaa  autoroobfle  accident  ^ 
dMy  parents.  Ihere  are  the  mani- 

hadr  foreign  cultuim  they  enooun^  awayJr.,¥«dd«mRhoc^a.iaDed 
Wwviolert  religious  ertiemists  to  byEuenillasse^ngwAfricaiM^ 
Mirepafitheista.  J^gcnminefitW  die  white-ruled. 


Over  10,900  ofour  [more  than  so,oooJ  At  times,  diisieeults  in  diings  being  said  or 

chufchm  are  inn-white  churches.  In  fKt  wiitten  that  are  not  godly  and  honoring  to 

58%  oftbe  nearly  tooo  new  churches  we  Christ  and  others* 
planed  tDgedierlart)earm  North  Ainerica  Yet  we  are  family.  The  cfaaBoire  of 
were  non-white.  The  Southern  Baptirt  O^  navigating  and  leading  is  extrern^di^^ 

vendoo  is  beoommg  more  and  more  divcrBe.  when  oivcnvn  culture  widunoiv  Southern 
In  2014,  Thiiodiy  George,  the  founding  Baptist  fiunOybeooaiesuiihealthy.  Often, 

(kanofdte  Beeson  Divinity  School  of  Sam-  Bihliifiiteouriinpactmevangdizingb^ 

facdUniverBityfoBiimiiigham,Al,retea^  infcdiscipling,  even  financing  and  serKimg 
powerfidartkjecntided.TVoubM  o£m  to  oe  on  mMon  with  God.  Therefore, 

&aitk^  he  gare  die  Mbwiiig  observation  we  must  always  see  ouradves  in  need  of  the 
abom  our  conveutkm:  Southern  Bsmdsts  have  strong  hand  ofGod  upon  us. 
become  ooecddte  most  edmkadlymverse  and  ^^eareaoomjentkmthatrespc^ 

multilii^ualdencaninatkxnmd^  needs.  Each  tiriie  a  crisis  occurs  in  our  nation 

In  irn^travete  across  (wr  nation,  llteve  arid  workLdte  with  confidence  that  I  can 

found  tnesc  very  words  to  be  true.  This  say,  "We  are  there  as  Southern  Baptists." 

must  oontimie  to  occur  with  an  even  gre^  Wbedieriltediioagh  our  global  response 
acceleration  for  us  to  peach  our  own  natfon  teains,  our  disastier  relief  teams,  financial 

for  Christ  The  real  to  hemming  more  support,  or  pnqrer,  we  are  there, 

muhi-etfanfo  is  thrtHocoiis  in  our  church-  The  Gom  of  Jesus  Christ  beiiKiT^ 

es  expooentiaBy.  Imowntoauisthelast^ieathapeforttm 

■ristfiefon^AotestoT^  woriA  todiescuiioertaindaysinAroei^aTO 

acros  our  dangerous  wocid,  we  mud  fon^ 
the  ttttaartng  message  (✓JosusC^^ 

ixialte  can  impart  odierdenoininatioas  and  I  beliere  our  SoumeinBaifist  church 

die  grater  evangelical  world  in  a  positive  or  a  witf  rise  to  pve  die  largert  offering  mourto 
nei^dremaiuier.  This  is  vvfay  we  niust  remain  toiy  to  dtelottieMoim  Christmas  (^Bering 
committed  to  Scnpfture  as  om  final  autborinf  for  hitcniMioiial  Mnions. 

tovrecanpourtotnerstodieLordoontiruially.  More  dian  ever  before,  there  is  a  tor 

1  believe  diere  is  aiiodieran^  of  mduenoe  ustoriaeupaiidrespoiidtothcoyervmelm- 
diat  is  fiuweaching  and  loiig-linting.  There  tng  needs  in  America  and  the  world,  li  we 

are  many  secularfeaderevino  attend  our  aretiuetoourhattDiy,wewiIL 

Soudiern  Baptist  diurcbes:  CEOs,  uriiveraity  „ 

presidfenfes^oectedandgqveiiiniem  ftojg/n  president  q^ffieSou^ern^ptist 

teacbera  and  school  adnMnistrators,niilitaiy  CSomimfKmcindsenforpastorqfmum-oam- 

leaders,  and  first  responders.  MObons  of  Otjss  Church  m  rufrthwest  Anmtsas. 

haid-worldng  Southern  Baptists  desiie  to  iMs  artkk  first  appeared  at 

IKe  out  dieirfud)  in  Christ  This '»  why  aB  we  com.,  and  appears  here  oourt^  of  Bapt^ 
teach  and  do  m  our  churches  is  sigmfiairit  Press.  Editedfar  style  and  ckaity. 


about  the  fonner  Bidjah 


1>uwan.Node- 


ind  potable  water  or  the  real  pcs-  tw  of  her  murder  vrere  available. 

libOny  of  being  brou|htboirie  due  BJanuary  16, 1972 —  Mavis  Pate, 

o  funding  ahortfaUsTTh^  just  go  workingindieGaxaareaofthe 

iboul  th&  God-ordakteci  mission  of  Mlddlf  cast  Shot  by  Arab  guerrO- 
vimnng  souls.  las  in  an  ambush  as  she  drove  near  a 

Soiite^Cdiem  have  paid  die  ulti-  rrftemcamp. 

natetM^^pricefordteyingGoefs  ■  July  7,  i97i-PttilE.wfi  Nancy 
sAonSAlrvea.Wh3treooidB  Better,  wuriong  in 

ndMeottly2sSoulbern  Baptist  IteimbHc.  No  dkaSat^dteir  murders 

nWettBta^diefi^hsveBieta  wereivriUla. 

inlrm  i>fin  ftp  iti  j-mrbtrtTn-^  BMniaiyio.iM- William  L. 
ihii  TmtoiifinniMil  Miwam  flnari  Timl  WalBee,woriarteinClifaia.Diedin 

itetaedeoMSor,  die  Foreign  Mission  a  communist  prfooctMaiiy  people 

Board,  diat's  25  too  many  of  God’s  fitiniliar  with  WaOaee'tcaaeDeoeve  the 

spediily-choseo  people.  pfayskaan  was  tortured  to  death. 

DiBiogdite  season  (✓iriternational  ■  Janus^  1942  — Rnfos  F.  Gray, 

mifwkiif  rmphiwin  afrnsn  thr  Mirr  working  in  China.  Died  in  Japaitese 
fiattMii  Bremit  fnirrmtirm  imd  Thr  caiap  for  war  pruoners  in  Baguio, 

SouMm  Baidirt  CoovrettiQii,  Mnuppinea. 

annual  pauaa,  for  just  a  fow  ■DeeemheriBfio— JohnWertrito, 

moaflli,torexiianberdioaeservains  worlds  in  Mexico.  Mtvdered  by  a 
id . Ml  itirtifiil  unto  dnath  band  of  Indians  and  Mexicaniwlifie 

■  MfiNii  15,2004  — Larry  EQkitt,  trarefiagfiromSaitteJtaatoMamerey. 

his  wtfe  Jean,  Karen  WteBOO,  and  Da-  BOduber  1 1B61  —  J.Laiidrum 

vMMcDonm^  Murdered  in  nexthern  HQlrnes,worii^  in  Cbiiia.  Murdered  9 

l^toadrrve  byanabtMhoftheirau-  white  attempting  to  dlrenafte  invad- 
toiiiobite.McI>Qiu)aB*swtte  Curie  vvas  enfiomattuddiigdteviQageofChu 

critie4y  wounded  but  survived.  IQa  on  Sfoantur^rteiiiteute  during 

BMffdi4,20Q3  —  Bifl  Hyde,  work-  Taiphig  Rebellion, 
iag  to  FldfippiaeaKiBed  by  a  terrorist  SbicediefiretgenerationofChria- 

boBibplaittBd  at  Davao  City  Ateporl  dans,  there  bae  been  foonrtanhete 

■  Darenber9O.200a  — BOllCoehn,  inem  of  danger  to  spreaditig  the  Gospel 
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Advice  for  those  struggling  with  their  call 


RICHMOND,  Vd.  (BP)  -The  first 
phase  in  the  InteraaboDal  Mi»- 
sioa  Board  (IMB)  “ocsanizatiQn- 
al  reaet"  was  oompleEed  in  De¬ 
cember  and  has  led  hundreds  of 
miasiooaries  to  confront  a  ques¬ 
tion  tl^  at  soooe  point,  roanQf  in 
Christian  service  noe;  *How  do 
I  know  if  God  is  moving  roe  to  a 
new  place  of  minietry?” 

1MB  has  not  rdeaaed  the  re¬ 
sults  of  Phase  One,  a  votuntaiv 
retirement  incentive  (VRI)  of¬ 
fered  to  afl  staff  and  field  person¬ 
nel  50  and  older  with  at  five 

ye^  of  service,  because  IMB  of- 
fidab  say  employees  have  been 
asked  to  focus  on  God's 
er  than  on  numbers. 

•  *'At  every  s^%ve  have  soughi 
to  guard  the  integrity  of  the  pto- 
oesB  so  as  not  to  sww  any  iMB 
personnel  as  they  ma£e  dm  de- 

fie^MoGowan  toE*B?fo*wTrhten 
comments. 'Imrtead  of  persoiroel 
looking  at  each  other  wondering, 
‘!!ow  many  more  of  us  need  or 
doot  need  to  make  a  transition?’ 
we  %vant  personnel  kwldng  to  the 
Lofd  ana  asking,  ‘Are  You  lead¬ 
ing  me  to  make  a  transition?'” 

Results  of  the  entire  voluntary 
resignation  pronram,  design^ 
to  bri^  the  IMB's  exiienses  in 
line  wim  its  income,  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  in  early  2016  following 
Phase  Two,  whidi  wiU  prompt 
all  remaining  IMB  pe^nnel 
to  ask  whether  God  is  moving 

tkmm  So  MV  gMds  o#  mmrvwm, 

McGowan  said. 

The  number  of  missionaries 
and  steteside  staff  to  accept  the 
VRI  was  finalized  Dec.  u.  The 
IMB  projects  the  two  phases  of 
its  reset  wOl  yield  a  total  reduc¬ 
tion  of  at  least  600  individuals. 

Oisceming  God's  will 


Consistent  with  the  focus  on 
God's  win,  Bapti^  Press  (BP) 
asked  several  ministry  veterans. 


A  LEADING  THE  WAY  - 

Steven  Kunkel  (left)  and 
other  worship  team  members 
lead  children  and  youth  in  a 
praise  chorus  at  a  Japanese- 
Paraguayan  house  church 
in  Asunctdn,  Paraguay.  (BP 
photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 
►  STUDENTS  GATHER  - 
Missionary  Martha  Moore 
talks  with  students  at  a 
Connaxxion  event  in  her 
apartment  in  Braunschweig, 
Germany.  Martha  started 
Conneicxi4>A«  •  oampue  mmor- 
geliem  mlntstry.  In  2000  on 
one  East  German  campus. 

(BP  photo) 

of  peace  before  they  make  a  ma¬ 
jor  decision,  this  time  the  peace 
(hdn’t  come  until  after  thty  ac¬ 
cepted  the  retirement  incentive. 
They  did  not  sense  takiiig  it  ^ 
wise  from  s  human  standpoint, 
they  said,  but  feH  a  strong  lead¬ 
ing  they  believed  was  from  the 
HoK  Spirit 

the  Robersons  are  in  the  pro- 


minbtiy  moves.  MMonaries 
Stewart  and  Uasa  Robenon,  who 
served  more  than  a  decade  over¬ 
seas  in  the  Asia  regioo,  told  BP 
Godledthemtoaoc^tbefetire- 
ment  incentive  in  a  way  that  shat¬ 
tered  their  paradigm. 

“We  were  just  getting  to  the 
'  t  where  we  had  readied  our 


requirement”  - 

i  siio.  “We  feh  like  we 
wm  gainifw  traction  in  the  com¬ 
munity  wito  some  relationships 
%ve  built  We  UM  like  tiling 
were  just  beginning  for  us.  Then 
sudd^  we  were  feeling  this 

preasure  ffrom  God]  to  leeve.  We 

just  could  not  understand  that." 

The  Robersons’  m^cess  of 
discerning  God’s  will  involved 
Scripture  reading  and  prayer, 
requesting  prayer^dvioe  from 
“committBd  prayer  ivarriocs, 
and  thinkiig  miXHigh  the  pr^- 
cal  implkabons  of  meir  ded^. 

They  said  though  God  typical¬ 
ly  has  given  them  an  inner  sense 


gregation  has  arraniBed  housiitt 
andtrsnspoftation. 'niey  are  stifl 
seeking  a  ministry  opportunity. 

‘‘When  it  came  down  to  it  .we 
knew  we  needed  to  take  this," 
Steivart  Roberson  said,  “and  we 
oouldn^  really  tell  why  at  that 
point.  We  just  believe  the  Holy 
Spirit  was  reaDy  influencing 
that  decision.” 

iMvIng  soiMthIng  good 

Rohby  GaBaty,  pastor  of  Loi^ 
Hollow  Chtirdi  in  Henderson¬ 
ville,  Tn.,  said  ft  is  not  unusual 
for  God  to  lead  Hb  people  away 
from  thrivins  ministries.  Thats 
exactly  what  nappened  to  him  in 
Octobor,  when  be  moved  to  Lona 
HoDow  Church  fipm  Brainerd 
Church  in  Chattanooga. 

*You  don't  always  have  to 
leave  a  church  when  things  are 
bad,”  Gallaty  told  BP.  citing  ad¬ 
vice  from  a  mentor.  “God  could 
actually  be  calling  you  away  at 


the  peak  season  of  ministry  in 
preparation  for  the  oiy  %vho’s 
coming  behind  you.  why  do  you 
always  have  to  leave  a  church 
when  it’s  bad?" 

(jallatY  said  at  Brainerd 
Church,  ‘over  the  course  of  s^- 
cn  years,  our  disciple-making 
ministry  grew  from  about 
15  in  di^pl^  relationship 
to  over  1,200  in  disdpling  rela¬ 
tionships,”  out  of  2,100  worship 
attendees.  Though  Gallaty  was 
not  seeking  to  leave,  he  said  God 
confirmed  to  him,  “You  have  fin¬ 
ished  the  task  of  creating  a  disd- 
ple-making  DMA” 

To  leave  one  minis^  and  be¬ 
gin  anodier,  a  Christian  should 
nave  both  a  sense  of  release  from 
the  old  ministiy  and  a  desire  for 
die  new  one,  GsOaty  said.  “If  you 
don't  have  those  two  dements.^., 
then  it’s  probsbly  best  you  stay.” 

Wortc  was  not  done 

For  Fred  Luter,  God  has 
never  given  a  tense  of  release. 
Luter  still  serves  as  pastor  of 
the  first  church  to  call  him, 
Franklin  Avenue  Church  in 
New  Orleans.  Nearly  30  years 
ago,  the  congregation  voCM  on 
him  as  pastor  when  it  had  45 
members.  Today  thousands  at¬ 
tend  worship  each  Sunday. 

Christians  in  ministry  “need 
to  approach  every  position  as 


though  this  is  the  place  they’re 
going  to  stay  fbrevCT,”  Luter,  a 
former  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  president,  told  BP.  “...Don’t 
despise  small  beginnings.  You 
bhm  where  you’re  planted  un¬ 
less  God  tells  you  for  sure.  This 
b  another  place  I  %vant  you  to  go.’ 

“I  teD  young  guys  all  the  time, 
it’s  uf^bir  to  go  to  a  church  that 
lias  calfed  you  as  pastor  with  a  re¬ 
sume  in  your  baac  pocket  for  the 
next  church  that  comes  along.” 

If  it  is  God's  %vi]]  for  a  minis¬ 
ter  to  move  to  a  new  field,  Luter 
said.  He  ivill  provide  “an  inner 
peace*  dirough  wise  counsel,  full 
support  from  the  minister’s  wife 
if  ne  is  married,  and  a  vibrant, 
peraonal  relationship  with  Jesus, 
Luter  said. 

Thou^  Luter  has  been  invited 
to  leavePranklin  Avenue  Church 
on  multiple  occasions,  he  noted, 
"Each  time  IJiist  fdt  my  work 
.  was  not  done. 

Practicai  quesdoits 

Sylvan  Knobloch,  director  of 
chuixfr  leadership  development 
at  the  nUnois  Bapti^  State  As¬ 
sociation,  advises  ministers  con¬ 
sidering  transitions  to  aaswer  a 
series  OT  questions; 

■  Why  am  I  considering  thLs 
transition  at  this  time? 

■  Does  my  current  ministr> 
setting  allow  me  to  be  a  good 


steward  of  my  spiritual  gifts,  pas¬ 
sion  for  miiustry,  abilities,  per¬ 
sonality,  and  experiences? 

■  Does  my  current  ministry' 
setting  allow  my  spouse  and  me 
the  opportunity  to  devekip  sus¬ 
tainable  relationahips?  Are  %ve 
al^  to  develop  comrades  within 
the  church  and  confidants  out¬ 
side  the  church? 

■  Do  my  current  ministry  set¬ 
ting’s  oiganizational  values  and 
mission  match  my  personal  val¬ 
ues  and  mission? 

■  What  are  the  lessons  I 
have  learned  in  my  current 
ministry  setting  that  will  al¬ 
low  me  to  be  more  disoeming 
when  considering  future  min- 
istty  opportunities? 

*Xha^  is  a  part  of  life.  Our 
ministry  settings  change  and  the 
minister’s  gifts,  family,  and  call¬ 
ing  evolve,  Knobloch  told  BP  in 
vmtten  oomments.  Therefore, 
it  is  necesraiy  for  the  minister  to 
exercise  discernment  regarding 
their  calling  to  a  ministry.  1  sug¬ 
gest  the  pastor  answer  the  above 
ouertk^  and  pray,  asking  God 
tor  insight  and  direction. 

The  second  st^  in  the  dis¬ 
cernment  process  is  to  set  an  ap¬ 
pointment  with  a  trusted  friend 
to  review  the  insights  again.  The* 
counsel  growing  out  of  such  a  re¬ 
lationship  will  give  the  mini-stcr 
invaluabk  insist  as  he  prayer 
fu^  considers  his  decision  aiul 
camng,"  Knobloch  sa^. 


Listen  to  God 


Roger  S.  Okiharo,  vice  pi\*M 
dent  for  convention  communi 
cations  and  relations  at  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee  in  Nash 
ville,  toW  BP  he  did  not  want  to 
leave  his  longtime  pastorate  in 
Martin,  Tn.,  ^en  he  was  caJlt^ 
to  the  Exe^tive  Committee  in 
2007,  but  “the  dread  of  being  out 
of  God’s  will  outweighed  my  re¬ 
luctance  to  follow  His  lead." 

OkDiam  said  he  has  often  re¬ 
turned  to  aeven  principle  ^ 
knowing  and  following  God’s  will 
given  to  him  by  a  mentor  when 
he  was  in  ooUege: 

■  Be  sure  your  heart  is  in  a 
neutral  position,  willing  to  go  or 
stay  or  do  whatever  Gw  guides 
vou  to  do  (Proverbs  3:5-6). 

■  Pray  spedfiauty  for  guid¬ 
ance  ana  wisdom  (Philippians 


4-0-//. 

■  Meditate  on  the  Word  of 

God(^m  119.105)- 

■  Seek  godly  counsel  from 
trusted  mentors  (Proverbs  11.14) 

■  Trust  the  Lord  for  His  inner 
conviction  (Colossians  3:15). 

■  Don’t  discount  common 
sense  (2  'Hmothy  1:7)- 

■  Maintain  a  good  conscience 
before  God  and  others  (Arts 
24:16). 

As  Chri.stian.s  in  all  wallcs  of 
life  seek  to  discern  God’s  will, 
IMB  missio.iary  Stewart  Rol> 
erson  offered  a  final  piece  of 
advice:  "Listen  to  where  (kxl  is 


leading,  and  don’t  limit  (kxl  in 
our  thinking." 


J 
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lat  would  you  do  if  you  had 
just  one  more  day  to  live?  It’s 
a  thought-provokine  process 
to  consider  how  you  would  tee\.  What 
would  you  do?  Would  you  sleep  or 
even  blink?  Who  would  you  call?  Who 
would  you  want  to  see?  What  %w>uld 
you  want  to  do?  What  would  you  want 
to  say  to  your  family?  What  loose  ends 
have  you  left  out  thm  diat  if  possible, 
you  would  tie  and  get  ftnisbed  op? 

Of  course  no  one  of  us  is  going  to 
be  afforded  the  opportunity  to  live  out 
our  days  and  then  near  the  Lord  say» 
*This  mne  tomorrow,  it's  over,*  but 
when  you  look  at  it  in  reality,  each  of 
os  could  be  living  out  our  Am  day 
-  you,  me,  folks  around  you.  I  cot  to 
thmkinc  shoot  one  more  day  vmen  1 
realiaea^that'2oi6  is  going  to  provide 
for  us,  if  we  live  all  the  days  oi  that 
year,  with  one  more  day.  ft  is  Lesp 
Year,  so  die  short  monm  of  the  yw  - 
February  -  gets  to  boast  about  being 
ftDed  with  29  rather  than  28  days. 

While  we  aB  ivill  move  alone 
through  this  time  process  not  enow- 
ing  if  today  is  our  nnal  day,  one  man 
in  the  BiMe  got  an  indkanon  that  his 
day  was  real  mon.  About  as  dose  as 
it  gets  to  someone  being  told  they've 
cot  another  day  to  Uve  may  be  in  the 
Book  of  DanieL  chapter  fhm,  Relahaz' 
zar,  the  king  of  the  Chaldeans,  vraa  a 
poiverful  man  but  he  vraa  also  a  pomp¬ 
ous,  sickening,  arronnt,  egotistical, 
self-centered  guy.  fie  threw  s  pa^  for 
himseif  that  lasted  for  days  and  invited 
all  of  the  powerful  people  so  they  could 
come  and  adore  him. 

In  the  midst  of  all  the  celebra¬ 
tion  and  praise  heaped  upon  him,  a 
strange  thing  happened.  The  part  of  a 
man’s  hand  Out  writes,  just  a  hand  or 


ment,  h^an  to  write  on  the  waT 
rememb^  those  %vords  from  the  hand 
writing  on  the  wall  *  Mene,  Mene, 
Tekel,  Upharsin  (Dan.  5:25),  Shock 
came  over  the  party  and  shook  the  soul 
of  the  powerful  mw.  No  one  knew 
the  meaninc  of  the  words  on  the  wall. 
Eventually  Daniel,  who  walked  with 
God  and  was  a  prophet  of  God,  was 
brought  into  the  arena  and  be  arould 


One  More  Day  to  Live 


give  the  interpretation  of  the  vrritinc. 

One  part  Of  the  vpords  on  the  wall 
meant,  ^our  days  are  numbered.* 

The  impHcation  %vm  that  Belahazsar 
vris  running  out  of  days  and  ahhoi^ 
he  was  not  told  it  was  his  last  day,  in 
fact  it  was.  The  urords  on  the  wall  said 
in  total  ~  judmnent  is  coming  to  you. 
Belshaszar  hM  left  God  out  <M  his  life 
and  his  kingdom  and  had  spent  his 
Kfr  thinking  about  bimaelf.  Now  he 
was  down  to  a  short  time  and  he  geto  a 
dear  revelation  from  God  that  his  life 
is  about  over. 

The  Scripture  says  of  Belshazzar 
that  after  be  got  the  word  from  Daniel 
and  the  mesai^e  from  God,  be  basi¬ 
cally  did  nothing.  In  the  next-to-last 
verse  of  the  chafer,  Daniel  records 
this.  *ln  that  niut  vras  Belshazzar 
the  king  of  the  Chaldeans  slain*  (Dan. 
5:^).  As  you  and  1  stand  on  the  front 
eu^  of  s  new  time  plane  called  2016, 
%ve  %ril]  live  out  these  366  days  one  at  a 
time  with  some  critkm  things  we  need 

^^FirsMnere  are  cerEiIndes 
each  day  thatyou  and  I  need  to  recog¬ 
nize  and  relisb.  The  certainty  is  that 
thia  day  ia  a  gift  from  God,  It’s  not  a 
gift  from  someone  else.  It’s  not  a  gift 
from  physidaos.  It’s  not  a  gift  from 
a  friend.  It’s  a  gift  from  Goo.  Psalm 
118:24  aays,  ‘*lnia  ia  the  day  which  the 
Lord  hath  made:  we  will  r^ice  and 
be  glad  in  it.*  All  the  other  days  you 


have  seen  come  and  go  are  padiaged 
away  and  will  never  be  touched  agitin, 
but  this  day  is  a  treasure  that  is  aunost 
ii  desaribaole.  God  has  Qveo  you  and 
n  e  a  time  friune  that  ia  nDed  wifti 
oopoitunitica  to  express  His  love,  live 
o  ft  His  kindness,  make  decisions,  and 
e  eperienoe  the  wonder  of  His  creation 
acid  the  bleasinc  of  servina  pecyle 
around  us  and  being  enrioiM  by  their 
bves.  Whether  you  and  I  have  the  ful) 
privilege  of  living  out  the  whole  pack¬ 
age  of  366  of  thM  days,  mb  this  one 
and  live  it  as  though  it  is  uie  biggest 
aod  best  ^  you’ve  ever  been  given. 

Secondly,  there  are  uncertamties.  1 
suppose  the  longer  you  live,  the  more 
)  oo  necome  aware  of  the  fset  that 
voQ  have  nodue  as  to  what  this  day 
nolda.  0^  you’ve  got  plans,  hopes, 
aspirations,  things  you  intend  to  dio 
and  things  thatyou  don’t  plan  to  do, 
but  with  the  rising  of  the  sun  each  day 
everything  can  change.  Incredibly  and 
beyond  d^cription,  everything  can 
rhangff.  Most  of  the  time  we  dopk  of  _ 
that  beiiw  orhaege  to  l^  UiXnSsT'Nof^ 
necessarny.  There  are  those  serendipi¬ 
tous,  God-riven,  grace-filled  moments 
that  come  mat  we  didn’t  know  about 
nor  expect,  and  all  of  a  sudden  vre 
are  overwhelmed.  It  is  magnifioent  to 
think  about  those  uncertainties. 

If  on  the  other  hand  there  are  the 
uncertaintiea  that  come  that  are  not 
particularly  ivanted  or  welcomed,  we 


must  be  ready  for  that.  Maybe  it’s  a 
health  issue  that's  right  there  before 
you  shout  which,  24  nours  earlier,  you 
never  Mve  a  thought.  Maybe  H's  the 
loss  01 1  job,  a  bitten  relationship,  a 
word  spoken  that  doesn’t  fit  Things 
happen,  troubles  come,  crises  iheet  us 
more  than  we  vrant  to  see  them,  and 
%ve  must  have  a  sense  of  awareness  and 
be  prepared.  How  do  you  get  ready 
for  the  uncertainties  of  m?  Well, 
you  be^  and  end  and  walk  every 
step  with  an  understandhig  that  God 
cares  for  you.  Whatever  else  is  going 
on,  God  cares  for  you  and  whatever  it 
ia  that  may  come  mto  your  life  as  an 
uncertain,  shocking  emrience,  God 
knew  about  it  before  Hia  son  rose  that 
morning.  Trust  Him.  Lean  on  Him. 
Look  to  Him.  He  wOl  not  only  rive  you 
a  pathway  through.  He  will  with 
you  every  step  of  the  way. 

A  final  thought  for  your  new  year, 
day  by  day,  if  tbe  cunencies  that  you 
have  to  sp^  as  you  travel  God  has 
not  just  given  ns  time.  The  currency 
that  is  available  to  us  to  use  and  spend 
for  ourselves  is  espccialJy  for  and  on 
others.  As  you  travri  in  however  many 
days  God  gives  you  this  coining  year, 
be  sure  to  expend  some  of  the  love  that 
God  has  pot  in  your  heart  to  touch 
someone  rise’s  nfe.  Say  the  kind  word. 
Do  the  good  thing.  Let  Jesus’  light 
shine  throoah  you  so  the  brilliance 
of  it  wiU  kM»  like  Him  and  it  will  be 
love.  Do  your  best  not  to  horde  any  of 
the  currency  that  He’s  given  you  for 
one  day,  for  you  may  get  in  a  habit  of 
not  doing  it  then  or  not  letting  God 
use  you  the  next  day  or  next.  You  get 
the  picture.  It’s  almost  as  though  God 
has  put  in  your  bank  account  love,  ioy. 
peace,  lonuuffering,  concern,  gentle- 
and  au  of  the  thii^  that  Jesus 
"tteHTWs  TO  H!s  people.  Fie  wants  you  to 
use  today. 

This  may  not  be  your  last  day,  but 
it  can  be  one  of  your  best  days.  In  the 
new  year,  bead  into  the  midst  of  all 
that  (tod  has  in  store  for  you.  Let  Him 
be  praised,  and  you  will  be  blessed. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
directions^mbcb.org. 


College 

News 


>  William  Caroy  Uni- 
varalty  has  again  been  rec¬ 
ognized  by  two  national 
milit^  publications  for 
providing  outstanding  ser¬ 
vice  in  military  and  veteran 
education.  Military  Ad¬ 
vanced  Education  k  Tran¬ 
sition  recognized  C^arey  as 
a  Top  School*  for  tbe  sec¬ 
ond  consecutive  year  in 
its  2016  Guide  to  Colleges 
and  Universities.  The  guide 
seeks  to  arm  students  with 
informatioB  about  institu¬ 
tions  that  go  out  of  tbe  way 
to  give  baric  to  those  in  uni¬ 
form  by  presenting  results 
of  a  questionnaire  of  the 
military-supportive  pol  i  - 
cies  enactM  at  more  than 
600  institutions,  including 
private,  public,  for-profit, 
not-for-profit,  four-year  and 
two-year  colleges. 


RItST  CmmCH,  COULmS,  hat  called 
Joseph  Bird  ee  peetor.  Bird  comes  from 
MidU«y  Church  where  he  served  es 
minister  to  students.  He  is  e  graduate 
of  New  Oiieene  Seminery.  He  it  shown 
with  his  wifo  Jennie  end  his  daughter, 
Addison  (kece. 


mrr  CMUIICH,  mPLBY,  hee  tuscumma  chuwch,  boonbv- 
caned  Bendy  ItbeM  ee  pastor.  He  comes  NXi,  has  ceiled  Kenneth  Leslie  ee  music 
with  his  indfs.  Juenits.  minister.  He  comes  vvlth  his  wlfs.  Petti. 
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HNCE  ANMOUNCED  -The  Federal  Open  Markets  Committee,  a  part  of  the  Federal  Reserve, 
meets  in  April  2014  in  the  Eccles  Building  in  Washington  0,C.The  committee  reoentty  recom¬ 
mended  a  rate  hike  in  the  Federal  Funds  rate,  which  will  influence  interest  rates  In  many  sec¬ 
tors  of  the  country's  ecoruMny.  (Wikfmedia  Commons  photo  courtesy  of  PhHadelphia  Fed) 

GuideStone:  Fed  hike 
will  have  minimal  effect 


OACIAS  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
port!)  —  The  Federal  Re¬ 
serve's  Dec.  i6  decision  to 
raise  interest  rates  for  the  first 
time  in  veers  riiould  mean 
little  for  long-term  investors 
such  as  thoM  planning  for 
retirement,  according  to  ana¬ 
lysts  for  GuideStone  Finan¬ 
cial  Resources,  the  financial 
services  arm  of  the  Southern 
BapM  Convention. 

The  Federal  Onen  Market 
Committee,  which  operates 
within  the  Federal  Reserve, 
announced  a  auarter-peroent 
increase  in  the  tsiget  Fed 
Funds  rate,  >%ith  the  poten¬ 
tial  for  incrimental  increases 
in  the  future.  The  GuideStone 
analysts  did  note  that  any  in¬ 
creases  could  have  an  impact 
on  individuals  with  variable 
interest  rate  debt,  as  well 
as  short-term  and  institu¬ 
tional  investors. 

Federsl  Reserve  aovcmors 
were  unanimous  in  their  deci¬ 
sion  to  increase  the  Fed  Funds 
rate  by  .25%.  bringing  it  to 
a  rantt  between  0.25%  and 
0.5%.  The  Fed,  citing  improve¬ 
ments  In  the  economy  since 
2008,  indicated  it  wifl  make 
future  rate  increases  gradual¬ 
ly.  Prior  to  the  announcement, 
the  rate  had  sat  in  a  range  be¬ 
tween  zero  percent  and  0.25% 
since  200S  and  bad  not  been 
raised  since  2006. 

Dsvid  S.  Spika,  global  in¬ 
vestment  strate^t  at  Guide- 
Stone  Capital  Management, 


The  economy  has 
been  in  expansion 
since  mid-2009  and 
no  kxiger  requifes 
emergency  monetary 
policy  to  support  it. 
We  believe  that  the  i 
onset  of  a  gradual 
and  cautious  rate 
hike  cycle  is  good 
news  for  investors ... 

Devid  S.  Sfdfca 


stfsrteelst  et 
Nboiiu  Oedtel 
Bleif  gaiiisiit 


LXG,  said  the  question  at 
this  point  is  how  rapidly  rates 
%vi]l  rise. 

The  Fed’s  preferred  mea¬ 
sure  of  inflation  remains  be- 
low  the  desired  levd  of  two 
percent,  so  the  pace  of  hikes 
will  be  subject  to  sn  increase 
in  this  measure,*  Spiks  said. 
*We  believe  this  is  good  news 
for  investors  in  that  it  removes 
the  likelihood  of  rapid  and  ag¬ 
gressive  rate  hikes  that  oouid 
derail  the  current  economic 
expansion  and  create  addi¬ 
tional  volatility  for  die  finan¬ 
cial  marketa. 

While  analysts  will  comb 
through  the  Kederal  Reserve’s 


cominents,  along  with  the 
news  conference  offered  by 
Fed  Chair  Janet  Yellen  on 
Dec.  16,  loi^-term  investors 
should  continue  to  focus  on 
their  ohi«cCives  and  not  on 
headlines  that  nuy  trigger 
short-term  market  fluctua- 
tkma,  the  GuideStone  ana¬ 
lysts  said. 

O.S.  Hawkins,  president 
of  GuideStone  Financial  Re¬ 
sources,  said,  "Retirement 
investors  should  consider 
their  time  horizon  and  their 
investment  objectives.  There 
are  man^y  experts  out  there 
with  opinions  on  steps  for 
institudonal  and  short-term 
investors.  As  we  remind  our 
participants  anytime  there  is 
significant  news,  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  your  retirement  ac¬ 
count  moving  forward  will  be 
determined  based  on  results 
of  the  financial  markets  in  the 
future,  not  the  p^.* 

Spika  noted  rising  interest 
rates  are  normal  at  this  point 
during  an  economic  ^cle. 
The  economy  has  been  in  ex¬ 
pansion  sines  mid-aoog  and 
no  longer  requires  emergency 
moneUry  policy  to  support  it. 
We  believe  that  the  onset  of 
a  madual  and  cautious  rate 
hike  cycle  is  good  news  for  in¬ 
vestors  and  oo  not  expect  the 
Fed  Funds  rate  to  reach  more 
than  two  penjent  to  three 
percent  in  this  cycle,  a  level 
that  could  take  up  to  three 
years  to  attain.* 


Louisiana  College 
probation  lifted, 
president  declares 


PINEVUE,  uum  -  The 
Soufliern  Asso<&oq  of  Collws 
and  Scfaook’ C^ommisskxi  00  Col- 
kgn  has  removed  Louisiana  Od- 
Icge  fiom  prdhstm. 

The  Asmeiatiop  placed  the 
LouMrisna  Baptist  (Jonventioo- 
afWiated  coBy  OP  piobation  in 
June  2014,  ettmg  issues  related  to 
trustee  gpweniano^  institutionai 
integriW,  personnel  policies,  and 
audit  nnaiugs  that  pertain  to 
some  finan^  control  matters 
and  student  financial  akL 

Rick  Brewer,  president  of 
Louisiaiu  College,  noted  in  an- 
noundog  on  0^  8  the  end  of 
probation,  "Due  to  the  hard  work 
of  fbnner  interim  preside  Dr. 
Anfie  Smttii  and  his  senior  ad- 
minhtrative  team,  SACSOOC  re¬ 
moved  every  citation  but  one.* 

Throughout  the  18-month 
period  smoe  June  2014,  Loui¬ 
siana  College  maintained  its 
accreditation  but  remained  00 
probation  most  recently  because 
the  Association  board  of  trust¬ 
ees  determined  that  the  col- 
lei^  had  failed  (o  demonstrate 
compliaixx  with  the  organiza¬ 
tions  Compreboisive  Standard 

The  cited  ritandard,  which 
the  oolleee  now  meets,  requires 
an  accremted  institution  to  en¬ 
sure  that  its  governing  bo^  is 
free  fiom  undue  external  influ¬ 
ence  from  political,  religious, 
or  other  external  bodies  and 
protects  the  institution  from 
such  influence. 

Brewer,  who  became  Loui¬ 
siana  College’s  ninth  prerident 
in  April  after  his  trustee  elec¬ 
tion  m  March,  voiced  gratitude 
to  his  administrative  team  "for 
their  diligence  in  closely  ex¬ 
amining  uiis  remaining  mat¬ 
ter  and  for  helping  to  establish 
safeguards  to  ensure  compli¬ 
ance  with  SACSCOC  Compre¬ 
hensive  Standard  3.2.4.* 


Bre%ver  said  he  also  is  grate¬ 
ful  for  our  board  of  trustees 
vdio,  in  their  September  meet¬ 
ing,  adopted  a  new  bylaw  that 
details  how  to  respond  to,  and 
report,  undue  ejrternal  influ¬ 
ence.*  Brewer  said  he  intends 
for  Louisiana  CoU^  "always  to 
be  found  in  compliance  witn  ev¬ 
ery  accreAtation  standard.* 

In  the  Dec.  8  news  confer¬ 
ence  at  the  college.  Brewer  said, 
"Moving  forward,  LC  remains 
steadfast  in  being  mission- 
driven  and  vision-focused  as  we 
build  on  the  solid  foundation  of 
a  Christ-centered  comprehen¬ 
sive  tibcrsl  arts  education,  with 
a  vision  for  preparing  graduates 
and  traiMforming  Ih^. 

"Embedded  in  tiie  Gber  and 
tebric  of  the  college  is  our  oom- 
mstment  to  a  broad-baaed  stra¬ 
tegic  plan  for  academic  enhance¬ 
ment,  futii  integration  and 
student  leipiing  Tw  ftamswork 
for  aU  this  is  our  paasioo  for  beitifl 
relational,  relevant  and  rigoroua. 

LC  trustee  chairman  Randy 
Haiper,  pastor  of  BellaireChunh 
iin  Bossier  City,  La.,  in  a  state¬ 
ment  sent  to  the  coOege,  stated. 


Harper,  in  reference  to  Brew¬ 
er's  leado^p,  said  it  is  "confir¬ 
mation  that  we  found  God’s  man 
for  the  tanks  at  hand  and  ahead 
for  LC.  The  probationaiy  sano^ 
tion  has  been  weighina  on  the 
college,  but  today,  God  showed 
us  great  htvor.  Now  we  can  focus 
on  even  more  things  for  the  col¬ 
lege’s  future.  Our  best  days  are 
s^  ahead  of  us.” 

David  Hankins,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  tite  Louisiana  Baptist 
Convention,  said  in  a  statement 
to  BaptMt  Press,  "Dr.  Brewer 
and  h»  team  have  done  a  won¬ 
derful  job  addressing  the  SACS 
concerns.  We  are  grateful  for  the 
decision  and  exdted  about  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  Louisiana  CoUegf* 


WELCOME  NEWS  -  Louisiana  College  president  Rick 
Brewer's  Dec.  8  announcement  on  probation  cessation  at  the 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convention-affiliated  school  became  the 
lead  story  that  evening  on  local  television,  including  station 
K02OB  Channel  2  in  Alexandria.  (BP  photo) 
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misnonaries  Jeff  and  lieaa 
Holeman,  whoae  lioiiie  church 
ia  die  Quiana’  First 
Church  in  Oxford. 


UM  physics  prof  learns 
lessons  about  missions 

OAXACA,  Mexloo  (BP)  -  Ihe 
Quinn  ftnofly  of  Qxfoid  agreed 
last  Christmas  ndt  to  give  each 
other  any  hm  presents  so  they 
oould  si^  tbcn-  fsther  Bieeae 
on  a  miarion  trip  to  Ilexioo.  Oa 
Christmas  momii^  when  Breeae 
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hrim  the  cfauidi  that  leorioad  for 
a  week  alongside  the  Hotemana, 
vriw  had  fekMsted  to  Mcxioo. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  gift 
to  Breeae  was  die  prayers  ftw 
his  chOdren  lining  a  nde  of  the 
box.  s  diat  part  of  the  gift 
that  really  broo^t  me  to  tears, 
that  there  weient  just  prayers 
for  me  but  also  prayers  for  the 
people  of  Oaxaca. 

was  the  highlight  of  Christ* 
mas  for  me,  repissepdng  the 
support  my  foimly  was  dvina 
to^  me  out  on  dieir 
Breeae  sakL 

When  a  teacher's  strike 
in  Oaxaca  threatened  plans 
the  Holemans  had  developed 
for  BreaM  and  frilow  church 
member  Buster  Hale  to  teach 
Fj^iah  aa  a  Second  Language 
(ESL)  daasea  to  a  groim  of 
teachers,  they  all  vronaered 
whether  that  part  of  die  trip 
would  need  to  be  canceled. 

They  b«an  thinking  that 
Breme  and  faster  would  end  up 
helping  in  dinks  that  a  group  of 
mcakau  profeaskmals  nom  die 
Oxford  oongresatkxi  would  be 
conducting  m  tne  area  that  aanie 
ivaek.  but  whso  Liam  Hdeman 
ham  that  a  fomily  ivaiiled  one- 
on-ona  instmetioD  in  Bn^ish, 
the  ESL  aspect  of  the  trip  re- 
mainsd  though  different  than 


tai«|itESLl 

a  man  grol 


Akunoa.  liesa  and  Busier  taught 
a  handfo]  of  youth  in  the  sanctu- 


OPF  TO  MEXICO  -Tha  Quinn  family  acalad  back  Christmaa 
praaenls  laat  yaar  to  aand  dad  Braaaa  on  a  mMon  trip  to  Max- 
ICO.  Whan  Braaaa  opanad  his  gift  inaida  waa  a  diorama  that 
faaturad  tha  mounlainoua  region  of  soudiam  Maxioo.  Braaaah 
ton  Aidan  had  added  traaa  from  his  train  aat  and  diaplayad 
figuraa  at  tha  foot  of  tha  mountain  reading  tha  Bible.  (BP  photo 
courtaay  of  IMB  acraan  capture) 


ary,  wbile  Breeae  practioed  Eng- 
bdi  with  Alamoa  pastor  GuIqb 
Vhsquex  and  his  wde  Sara  around 
dieirparsonagc^skHriieptibie. 

Paator  Vaaques  dreams  of 
offering  Eqgim  dasms  at  the 
church  aa  a  wny  to  reach  out  to 
hh  cxxnmunity.  His  wife,  a  teach¬ 
er,  is  pnctkini  for  her  oerdfica- 
tkin  exam  whiAwfll  offer  mater 


‘Spewfag  dme  with  San  and 
Gufoa  has  been  rea^  grad^fing, 
to  support  diBK  folks  in  some 
little  way,  to  help  them  to  better 
minieter  to  thor  community,* 

OlVBM  HDu# 

An  assockde  pdl^nor  of 
phfaioi  at  die  Uaivmi^^  Mk- 
siedppl  Ip  QxtaL  Bieeee  h  ao- 
dwtomed  to  plotting  trajectories 
but  he  mid  the  dmge  oTplana  on 
this  trip  Uraght  him  to 


ing  on  [nay]  own  plans  and  to  fol- 
i^God'tkad.* 

Prior  to  the  trip,  the  Oxford 
congregation  had  been  study- 
ing  the  Experiencing  God  book. 
*lmB  expctience  hia  been  so 
dosefe  tied  to  this  study,*  Breen 
said.  Tm  no  longer  just  ttyfoa^to 
figure  out  what  to  do  for  God.  Tm 
avaflabla  for  what  God  wants  to 
do  through  me. 

*lt's  to  easy  to  see  the  naeda 
and  how  God  is  vmrkina...  when 
%ve're  taken  out  of  our  efanenL  1 
ward  to  recognoe  what  the  needs 
are  in  my  coasmoniW,  when  the 
obalacfei  to  that  ace  juat  the  rou- 
dneofda^yltfe. 

*1  want  to  aaepast  the  foudDe 
and  kfendfe  ams  and  what  God 
ii  doing  about  thoae  needs  and 
bow  I  can  join  Him  there,  Hke 
here  in  OaxiKm.* 


^Uiaae 

Asacinu.  ani^anficTig.  coimiioiiiG^ACi  imiiMirT  couMsarn 


mrn 
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The  chikiren  of  JONES  CHAPCL  CNUSCH.  NET-  CALVARY  CHURCH.  VICKSSURQ.  used  a  PLEASANT  RIDQE  CHURCH.  WOODLAND. 

TLETON.  delivered  00  stuffed  animals  to  residents  Christmas  card  center  for  distribution  of  cards  to  presented  a  Lord's  Supper  children's  play  with 

at  River  Place  Nursing  Center  In  AnrK>ry.  and  20  to  church  members.  This  has  been  an  annual  event  for  Carolyn  Irwin.  Maddy  McGee.  Maddyson  Fant,  and 

Briar  Ridge  North  Group  Home  in  NetHeton.  over  15  years.  Courtney  Fant. 


m 


TK«  chitdran’s  ctMiir  of  PlEASANT  HHX  CHUNCH,  BOOUE  CNTITO.  pr»- 
torm»d  RocUhI  Royal  Chriatmaa.  Floyd  Higginbotham,  paator.  - 


Tha  chiMran'a  choir  of  NEWHEBRON  CHURCH,  NEWHEBRON,  preaentad 
^  OillSpee%S>e*eimeeWewaep4rhBe>es»Dee»  SHeww  ereWw  pemetp»m» 

with  their  diractors.  Tammy  Thurman  arnf  Wanda  Grenn. 


The  WMU  of  NESHOSA  CCXINTY  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION  coixkicted  a  mission  pro|ect  called  Christmas 
Cookiea  for  a  Cause.  They  baked  cookies  and  deliv- 
ered  them  to  county  officers  arKf  fire  departments. 
Shown  areTrinity  McClain.  Stephanie  Winstead.  April 
Kauffnan.  Liberty  Kaufman,  and  Carolyn  Winstead. 


WIU JUMSVILLE  CHURCH.  KOSCIUSKO,  re- 


The  youth  choir  of  TUSCUMSIA  CHURCH. 


cently  ordained  West  Frazure  as  deacon.  Shown  are  CORINTH,  presented  the  Christmas  program. 


pastor  Junior  Davis.  Margaret  Davis.  Frazure  and 
his  vdfe.  Dawn. 


Love.  Dec.  20.  uruier  the  direction  of  Sandy  Dona¬ 
hue  ar>d  Vickie  Jones. 


The  FIRST  CHURCH.  MORTON,  children's  choir  presented  Christmas  Is 
Jesus  Dec.  13. 


The  adult  choir  of  BLUFF  SPRINGS  CHURCH.  MAGNOLIA,  presented  the 
cantata.  Breath  of  Heaven,  Dec.  13. 
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Louisiana  church  fighting 
parish  over  noise  complaints 


CLASSIFIEDS 


MHMRK.  Ul  IBP)  >  Louttboft 
Biptift  oongrmtioii  Vintape 
CkufdLm  subufnu  New  OiiesM 
hiiifecUkwsuitaQiiiflttlieJcf- 
finoB  Sherm  Office  and 
JcffinrKin  P«  iafa  in  a  dMiwte  o¥cr 
aotind  levdi  during  Sund^ 

8h4>  aervioe^  in  a  tent  aerving  as 
the  ox^jitioo’s  tempofaiy 
meeting  appi. 


ia  tnlandw  to  be  a  sborMim 
arrangeme  it  while  the  Metairie 
chiin£  e.pjnds  attendance  ca¬ 
pacity  in  its  permanent  building 
-•-ancK^vestiinalBdlorooinple- 
tion  in  lar  e  or  lo  months. 

Tlw  peittion  bled  jointly  tw  lo¬ 
cal  attaimjy  Roy  Bowes  ana  the 
Liberty  Irjtitute,  a  nonpix^  law 
bnn  in  )  iai^  Texas,  which  fo¬ 
cuses  eit  rehtjlpiia  KberCy  issues, 
accuaes  SheAlfowcfi  Normal 
and  hh.  officers  of  inthudation 
taetki  b  adempting  to  essential¬ 
ly  shut  down  Vtnlii^  Church’s 
weekh  %rorBhip  services  because 
of  mim  oomplainfea  fay  a  single 
indSviduaL 

The  suit  also  desdfoes  the  ap- 
phesUe  noiae  levd  ordinances 


On  the  other  side,  at  least 
one  nfi||hbor  to  the  oosamunity 
dahna  Oie  chuixdi  la  not  being 
considMto  fay  sBowing  musi¬ 
cians  to  waim  up  as  eariy  as  7 
un.  on  Sundayi,  and  she  datms 
ffie  is  not  alone  in  opponng  the 
noise  leurie  coming  hw  the  tent 

*11ie  9U  calls  will  show  that 
It's  not  ^st  me,"  ssid  Lisa  Car- 
aod,  who  lives  next  door,  necord- 
ingtoa  Dec.  u  report  in  the  New 
Ortaaas  Advocato.  have  this 
ro4f  sheet  here,  and 

vm  had  never  had  an  isMs  with 
llffi  diuidi  until  the  tent  ernne." 

Vimaie  Chorch,  a  growim 
church  phuit  startad  in  aoo£ 

aBS-isaegiys 

SB  Cymlik  LeoffiMBg*  whose 
diatrict  fnchides  the  Vtatsie 


thing  for  a  congmahon  to  aee 
and  mat  has  cerha^  not  heb^ 
us  in  keeping  peopfe  around. 

WOtoo  sSd  even  batfafol  voi- 
unteers  have  mfomed  him  it's 
very  diflkMk  to  attendL  "out  qf 
iBars."  The  pastor  asid  he 


ROBVNLTON 

Church  camp^  said  in  a  NOLA. 
oom/Thnea-rkayune  report  tl^ 
several  people  ned  comphtmed 
about  me  noiee.  "If  a  not  aborU 
the  worship.*  ahe  aakL  "If  a  about 
being  a  good  neighbor.* 

VaBi^  Ctsardk  Pastor  Rob 
wntoB  said  the  chorch  has  been 
trying  to  do  just  that,  biiing  iBch- 
nfciMif  to  enauie  sound  levels 
would  not  exceed  die  bo-deci¬ 
bel  HmH  being  in^weed  on  die 
church  and  by  movuM  to  acouatk 
guitars  widi  no  ampmeatioQ. 

Si^  the  phoiw  oomphdiits 
oontiiuied  and  the  constant  visHs 
horn  the  sheriffs  office  have  had 

tionfwSton  said.  "Ifs  a^d^wSt 
thing  in  church  work  juat  to  get  a 
oonmotioo  to  be  fohhfol  week 
to  wM  on  a  normal  regular  Sun- 
day  with  normal  drcuinetancea,* 
Vffitoo  told  the  Baptiat  tiaaaagp. 
news  journal  of  die  LouWana 
Baptiat  Convoition. 

^  you  can  ima^ne,  we  are 
nieeting  for  worship  in  a  tent,  on 
a  propyy  %vhere  ooortniftkn  la 
happeniQL  and  top  that  off  with 


|IM)(WiUa>8CftGBiaH0P-«WKlo^  «VWW.8EBReNHOIieMIPROVfllCNT. 
MdnomiWndoMMItonyouropwwa.  COIL  ChruMwi  owned  Don  4  Rlla  3stnn 
PiMnsw  window  aovens  and  fMcreenokf  001492-2082.  Af  home  impfowments. 
tcmene.Cel1bmCool[a01-7094>79.  udirv.  energy  elldert  windowt.  metal  4 

repain.  Hooper  Staged  GBae.  Jedoen.  * 

601-802.<Sr^  _ _  _ 


said  nop^bors  are  exoted  about 
the  grow^  of  the  church  and  the 
expanako  of  the  fodBtiea. 

The  protracted  oonffict  b^an 
Aug.  9»  die  second  Sunday  when 
aervioea  were  held  m  the  tent 
Since  then: 

■  The  Jefferson  Pariab  Sher¬ 
iffs  Office  sent  offiom  to  the 
church  to  invealigale  a  complaint 
but  did  not  kane  a  dtadon,  ac- 
oordiiK  to  the  church's  lawwit 
Oompbihiti  contimied  throu^ 
the  mootto  but  dwm  veere  no 
legal  landfratimn  only  a  iinm 
11^  to  keep  sound  levels  below  60 
decffiela  before  8:50  SJB. 

■The  church  U  been  opetah 
ingtotbeterR  during  Augifltunfder 
a  igweiff  events  pomit,  whkh  was 
renewed  in  September  fani  with 
die  caveat  of  no  drums  or  electric 
guitars.  The  church  switched  to 
aooustk  guitais  for  services,  ac- 
OQidiiw  to  the  legti  ffiing. 

■  Later  in  the  month,  Jef- 
feraon  Pariah  reqifrad  Vintage 
Church  to  reduce  its  tent  foot¬ 
print  because  of  paridng  re- 
ooirenients,  aacLthe  eongiaga^ 


m.  OLIVE  BAPmr  church,  balo- 

WVIL  Mi  «  aCEIQNg  A  BIU-TWC 
MSTOR.  PIMM  Mnd  maumM  to  Or. 
JMto  Cinkywai.  2«  CR  7006,  Btodwyn. 

MS  3904. _ 

THE  LEAKE  COUNTY  BAPTIST  ASSO- 
fiSmOH  M  ACCEPTBW  bebumes  por 
FULL-TRK  ASBOCUTIOIIAL  OBmCTOR 
OP  liMK)NS.  PtosM  submi  naumat 
Ik  Cwiyn  MoGbnai^  132  Odton  Raad. 

Ctotoaga,  MS  39051  _ _ 

PRC  MENOBMAa  •  ACCEPTBiO 
BEtUMffi  POR  A  PUU..T«i  MEBBTI 
OPMUBC.  PtoMa  aand  nauma  to  PO 
Baa  3M  MMdanM,  M8  39114  or  amtol  to 


RE  ARE  8EEIQN8  A  BLVOCATIORAt 
PASTOft  PtoMt  aand  naumaa  to  aworv 
bapinrliyu'hOouaoot  cam  or  mal  Ram 
to&w  Bapltot  CtMOt.  2B04  Canwtoon  Rd 
QiMada.ife  39901  ais:  Laura  CoolL 
NEOe):  SEIBOR  PASTOR.  mVERSCE 
BAPTMT  CtMtoH.  gmadato.  M6  EmM 
naumaa  to  riinralda196ffpaal.c8m 


PBtST  BAPTMT  CHURCH  OP  ELLMMLLE 
M  SraONB  A  PULL-TWE  YOUTH  MNM- 
TBt  Sand  nany  to  i^  OiiBCh. 
aMrRoiv  John  Howard  RDbaitoordSasrch 
CanwRtoa.  302  E  Holy  St.  BtovRa.  MS 
39437  or  amat  atocyaulaiinOgmM  nom 
MORRMON  CHAPa  BC  91  CLEVBARD 
Mi  M  taKBIO  A  PUa-TMM  YOUTH 
D9MCTOR.  PtoMa  aand  maunwateGaoraa 
BaaMoot  1612  OaaSM  8L  Ctowtond  MS 
31732  or  baiaiMtlOlkitotawdMiii.  For 
mom  intowtoion  cal  916^194445 
COPIAH  COUNTY  BAPTIST  ASSO¬ 
CIATION  BCEKBIQ  PART-TBM  ASSOCtA- 
TION  NBSION  DWeCTOR.  PtoMa  aand 
RaaumM  to:  Mr.  Larry  Paptoei,  Coptoh 
County  Baplal  Aaaociilan.  P.O.  Bn 

ItoUahunt  MS  39083.  _ 

NffiOCD:  PULLTBS^RBLVOCAIIONAL 
MMMTER  OP  YOUTH  AND  CMUJREN  AT 
ASHLAND  BAPTMT  CRUNCH  M  ASH- 
LAND.  MB.  Sand  nawMa  to  Mr.  Btontoy 
Pal.  PO  Bor  36.  /toMnd.  MS  39603  or 
amal  to  staoir/poigyohoonm _ 


■L  engiMBig  my  cbmpcb 
I  even  on  oertam  week- 
eMns  na  cffaninti  aom- 
L  iSra  jurt  not  a  frkmfly 


■  Duimg  the  firrt  week  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  a  pauw  offirial  warned  the 
church  to  cease  nlaykagmuak  or 
rkk  being  shut  down. 

■  Sheriff  a  deputiee  oontmoed 
to  show  im  during  aervioea  in  Oe- 
tober  ana  November,  and  twice 
imued  a  aunanoos  to  Bxacutive 
Pastor  Matdiew  Brkhetto  and 

M  -  «  .  m  m-t  -  ^ 

sexystoy  ongupiMnui  imn  oocn 
times  fen  the  grwdng  area. 
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Report:  Aborted  babies  'steam-cooked'  at  disposal 


WASHtNOTOH  IBP  and  to- 
cbI  raporto)  -  Abortion  pro¬ 
vider  Planned  Parenthood's 
public  persona  now  includes 
reports  that  the  remains  of 
baoies  aborted  at  some  of  its 
centers  are  dumped  in  land¬ 
fills  after  being  steamed  to 
destroy  bacteria. 

An  investigation  of  three 
Planned  Parenthood  afBliates 
in  Ohio  showed  that  all  of  them 
send  the  remains  of  aborted 
cbildren  to  thinH»rty  com¬ 
panies  that  dispose  of  them 
at  landfill  sitea,  state  Attor¬ 
ney  General  Mike  DcWlne  an¬ 
nounced  Dec.  11. 

In  a  separate  report,  tiie  web 
site  Pro-Life.com  has  alleged 


that  the  babies*  bodies  are 
"steam-cooked*  by  the  tiuiti- 
party  companies  in  autoclaves, 
which  are  machines  normally 
used  to  sterilize  medi¬ 
cal  instruments  at 
high  temperatures  and 
pressures.  The  pro¬ 
cedure  is  anwrendy 
believed  to  Idl]  any 
pathogens  that  may  be 
on  the  babies’  bodies. 

The  fetal  remains 
apparently  are  mixed 
at  the  landfills  wHh  DEMN 
"common  residen¬ 
tial  and  commercial  trash," 
DeWine  said  in  a  letter  to  the 
director  of  the  state's  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health.  He  noted  such 


practicea  are  against  state  laws 
regulating  the  disposal  ot  hu¬ 
man  remains. 

A  move  in  the  U.S.  Con- 
_ gress  to  sladii  tax¬ 
payer  funds  given 
annually  to  Planned 
^  Barendiood  Pedera- 
tloD  of  America,  Inc:, 
(PPFA)  followed  the 
rriease  of  undercover 
videos  in  the  last  six 
months  tiiat  revealed 
die  country's  lead- 
E  ing  abortion  provider 

tirades  in  baby  body 
parts.  PPFA  peifom  more 
than  300,000  ^rtions  a  year, 
receires  more  than  $500  mil¬ 
lion  finom  the  government  an¬ 


nually,  and  continues  to  be 
plagued  by  scandal. 

The  Ohio  attorney  general  s 
office  investigated  Planned 
Parestliood  dinks  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Columbus,  and  the  Ckve- 
land  suburb  of  Bedford  Heights 
to  determine  if  they  were  sell¬ 
ing  baby  parts  in  violation  of 
state  law.  His  staff  found  no  ev¬ 
idence  the  clinics  were  selling 
fetal  tissue,  but  it  uncovered 
pixx>f  of  a  disposal  practice  that 
violates  a  state  rule  mandati^ 
a  "fetus  shall  be  disposed  of  in 
a  humane  manner  ,"^said  DeW¬ 
ine,  a  Republican  and  former 
U.S.  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Planned  Parenthood  of¬ 
ficials  in  Ohio  rejected  the 


ivport  from  DeWine's  office, 
describing  die  allegation  as 
"inflammatory  and  false."  The 
Ohio  affiliates  filed  a  federal 
lawsuit  Dec.  13.  contending 
they  handle  fetal  remains  the 
way  other  abortion  providers 
do  and  utilize  companies  that 
dispose  of  them  "respectfully 
and  safely." 

"Politicians  m  Ohio  will 
stop  at  nothing  to  ban  abortion 
in  ail  cases  in  our  state,"  said 
Stephanie  iOght,  president  of 
Planned  Parenthood  of  Great¬ 
er  Ohio,  in  a  written  state¬ 
ment.  She  called  the  report  a 
"plainly  political  attempt  to 
restrict  women's  access  to  safe 
and  legal  abortion." 
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Court  sides  with  lawsuit 
by  fired  Atlanta  fire  chief 


WWC:  WNA  U  SOIV  OYYVOAVX  HDCN 
CSW  WNA  CSUB  YHAYNBV,  CN  QOPV 

CSW  O  QUDUBCVA  ODX  O  JUCDVBB 

O 

GNCS  NW  CSNBV  CSUDLB  JSUES  CSNH 
SOBC  BWD,  ODX  NW  CSNBV  CSUDLB  UD 
CSV  JSUES  U  JURE  OTTVOA  HDCN  CSW. 
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DUtUIH  Qe.  (BP  a 

lepovti)  -  Hie  lawsuit  filed  by 
former  Adaata  Fbne  Chief  Kelvm 
Codm  after  ^  w»  filed 

.  rocS  aftera^lD^  i6  federal 
court  ruling  in  bis  fevor. 

The  Artanti  Divisioo 
of  the  U.S.  District  Court 
for  the  Ncrdieni  District 
cf  Geofgia  dfemimed 
some  of  Cochnn’s 
daime  in  the  lawsuit  but 
■Bowed  die  suit  to  go 
fonsaid  on  Cochran’s 
primary  danns  of  *ie- 


COCHRAN 


baaed  on  bis  viewpoint, 
and  the  viofelion  of  hia 
constitutionally  protecfed  five- 
dom  of  religion,  association,  and 
doe  process  (firing  without  fel- 
kiwing  proper  procedure),*  ac¬ 
cording  to  Cochran’s  attorneys, 
Alliance  Defending  Freedom 
(ADF),  a  festh^Mseo,  non-profit 
ofgimjhatfens  based  in  Scottsdale, 
Az.,  that  sprriaKsrs  in  religious 
freedom  cmes. 

Cochran,  a  deacon  at 
^,ooo-meniber  Elizabeth 
Qiurch  rtSiated  with  the  Georgia 
Baptist  ConvcntioQ,  was  termi¬ 
nated  on  Jan.  6  due  to  his  person¬ 
al  statennerds  on  the  Bibie  and  the 
homoaexua]  lifestyle.  He  is  also 
dwfamwebawiofthafiiiwsl  UA. 
Fire  Admlidstiation  and  former 
fire  chief  in  Shreveport,  La. 

In  its  lawsuit,  ADF  alleges 
that  the  dty  terminated  Cochran 
*in  retaliation  for  exercising  his 
Ffrsl  Amrodment  right  to  free 
speech.*  The  lawsuit  states,  *8 
pubhe  employer  may  not  termi¬ 
nate  a  pobBc  emplof^  in  retab- 
ation  for  speech  protected  by  the 
Ffrat  Amendment* 

ADF  Senior  Counsel  Kevin 
Theriot,  in  commenting  on  the 
ruling,  said  this  week,  *A  reb- 
gious  or  ideological  test  cannot 


be  used  to  fire  a  public  servant, 
but  the  city  did  exactly  that  as 
the  evidence  and  fiats  of  this  case 
cleaiiv  demonstrate. 

”We  look  forward  to  proceed¬ 
ing  with  this  case  because  of  the 
injustice  against  Chief  Cochran, 
one  of  the  most  ac¬ 
complished  fire  chiefs 
in  the  nation,  but  also 
because  the  dtj/s  ac¬ 
tions  plaoe  every  <*ity 
emplo^  in  ieepardy 
who  nuiy  hold  to  a 
bef  that  city  officials 
don’t  bke.* 

ADF  Senior  Counsel 
David  Cortman  added, 
*Toleranoe  must  ap¬ 
ply  to  people  of  different  view- 
p^ts,  not  just  those  who  agree 
with  the  beliefs  the  government 
prefers.  Americans  don’t  sur¬ 
render  their  constitutionally 
protected  freedoms  when  they 
neemne  public  servants.* 

On  Dec.  3,  a  member  of 
the  U.S.  Commission  on  Chd] 
Rights  wrote  to  Atlanta  Mayor 


reported  that  the  letter  fixHn 
Commissioner  Peter  Kirsanow 
stated,  in  part,  “(Dt  is  apparent 
that  the  city  has  chosen  slender 


The  Georgia  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  has  also  ooroe  out  in  stre^ 
support  of  Cochran,  launching 
an  onhne  petition  in  January 
protestmg  Reed’s  actioa  The  pe¬ 
tition,  botfing  signatures  fiom 
more  than  11,000  individuals 
nationwide  and  whidi  called  for 
Oxdmn  to  be  lemstated,  was 
delivered  to  the  mayor’s  office  on 
Jan.  1^ 

J.  Gerald  Harris,  editor  of  the 
Georgia  Brotist  Convention’s 
Christian  inefex  news  journal  arid 
a  former  MissiBsipfii  pastor,  in  a 
special  Jan.  9  editonaJ  three  dm 
rtter  the  tennination  called  for 
tile  mayor  to  *repent  or  resign.* 

At  mis  year's  annual  meeting 
of  tile  state  ooovention  in  No¬ 
vember,  Cochran  thanked  mes¬ 
sengers  for  their  support  and 
^ree  an  update  on  the  past  yw 
since  Iosik  his  job  and  gain¬ 
ing  nationu  meffia  attention.  He 
spoke  on  Hov.  10,  just  two  weeks 
soy  of  the  year  anniyeisary  of  his 
initial  90-day  suspension  which 
led  to  his  termination.  During  the 
evening  searion,  be  spoke  or  the 
proyidoMe  of  God  in  rneetirig  his 
Ismily’s  needs. 

Cochran,  reported  that  he  has 
beencalledtopreach,havingde- 
bvered  his  first  sermon  on  July  11, 
arid  has  sirioe  gairied  employment 


dismimaJ  of  Chief  Cochnm.  It  is 
remarkable  to  claim,  as  the  City 
does,  that  relirous  beliefs  are 
not  a  matter  ot  public  concern 
and  therefore  are  unprotected 
by  the  Fu^  Amendment." 

Tile  newspaper  reported  that 
the  letter  was  a  iKXh^indiiig  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  commissioner  alone. 

Kirsanow  is  an  attorney  with 
the  Labor  and  Emplcninent 
Group  of  the  Benesch  law  firm  in 
CfeveSand,  Oh.  He  is  also  a  former 
member  of  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board. 


church,  "pirovkbjtf  a  predictable 
income"  for  the  first  time  in  12 
months.  He  then  thanked  Chris¬ 
tian  supporters  Uke  the  state  con¬ 
vention,  who  stood  by  him  during 
the  most  difikuh  time  in  his  Ufe. 

“There  are  Christians  nation¬ 
wide  who  have  watched  how  you 
responded  to  my  situation  and 
have  risen  to  support  others  in 
similar  situations  who  have  faced 
trying  times  for  their  fiiith,"  Co¬ 
chran  said. 

Messengers  gave  the  soft-spo¬ 
ken  Cochran  a  standing  ovation. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  |Ih‘  One  who  i>  the*  w.n,  truth,  and  lite. 
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Mr.  R  Mn  Morgan  GuBadgr 
Mr.BobETaykr 
Mr.  R  Mn  Mark  Alan  Oauaay 
GknaRKallyHciMier 
Ralph  Taylor 
Mn  D.  E  LMdram 
Mn  Jeanette  Thompaon 
Mr.RMnTomP.Maier 
Ma.  Rebecca  M.  Oraatham 


▲  Frances  and  Walter  Hay- 
man,  India  Nunnery  Campus 
Houaeparenta,  have  worked 
throughout  this  year  to  build 
and  paint  this  beautHut  nativ¬ 
ity  that  it  displayed  on  the 
campus. 

<  Thank  you  to  our  sweet 
friend  in  Leakeaville,  MS 
who  made  these  adorable 
ornaments  for  several  of  our 
residents. 

▼  Thank  you  to  the  Nissan 
North  America  employees  at 
the  Cantoo/  MS  plant  for  their 
kindness  and  generosity  once 
again  this  Christmas. These 
toys  will  be  a  blessing  to  the 
children  and  families  served 
through  The  Baptist  Children's 
Village. 


YEAR  END  GIFTS 

Yev  «nd  gifts  to  Tb«  Bapetet  CMdren's  Vlige  mutt  to  be  in  our  finance 
ofloe  by  December  31  ft  Al  man  ihould  be  tent  to  The  Baptitt  CMdren'f 
Viaga,  PO  Box  27,  dincan,  Mbsiffippi  390(0.0027.  In  addMon,  vwe  ofcr 
tt»  onine  ^y|ng  optkm  tt  virm>»i»H>dttch(drenfvia|exom  f!K  your  <»nve- 
niancc.  Cal  the  oUcc  «  (0I-952-2422  or  emU  Celette  Cade  at 
ccedaeiaptittchlldrenivUage.com  If  you  haye  any  queadom. 


Aunk  PmrilVIpktt 
MAKuyoMBm 
WflywWdky  Truitt 
Mr.  R  MfA  Owmdel]  Prorron 
Mr.  R  Mn.  Fete  Robbins 
Mr.  R  Mn  TWrii  Borry 
Mr.RMnUoHoibmon 
Babmt  Vkroa 
MswCarolCSmith 
Korea  Wakirop 
Mr.  RMn  Joe  Steele 


Bobby  O.Wolten  ^ 

Mn  PugB^  F.  Cokmin 
PsayWtteoo. 

PBCLottkvOle 

FBC  LoukriDe.  Frith  R  Hope 
SBC 

Rondull  Webb 
Mr.  R  Mn  John  E  Brikrd 
Mr.  Wm  Weiknnum 
Mr.  R  Mn  John  W.  Potter 
Joseph  Wheeler 


Aduh  Men  R  Ladks  TEL  SSC. 
apnngoeio  n. 

Mr.R  MnCsri  E  Wookry 
Vhgink  WhittinKton 
Ediheetoo  BC 
Bobbk  Jane  Whittie 
Coaoord  Bsptki  Church 
,  Bill  and  Edith  Wilkinaon 

Ken.  Jane  R  Johnnie  WUkinaon 
Lavoy  Wilkinaon 
Ke^  Jane  R  Johnnie  Wflkinaon 


SfflOOL  LBSSOIIS  FDR  JANUARY  3,  2016 


Matthew  5  throng  7  is  known  as  Jta 
Th^  pennon  on  the  Mount.  The  atme  soQ%yi 
comes  from  the  first  verse  of  chapter  are  te 
5:  ^‘And  seeing  the  multitudes,  he  went  meek:' 
up  into  a  mountain,  and  when  he  was 
set,  his  disc^es  came  unto  him:*  Mat¬ 
thew  5:1  (KJV).  To  our  American  ears  it 
may  seem  a  little  bit  strange  that  Jesus 
sat  down  to  preach  the  Sermon  on  t^ 

Mount.  But  in  the  culture  of  first  cen¬ 
tury  Palestine  this  was  the  norm.  _  _ , _ 

the  last  phrase  of  the  verse  we  ju^  thme  m  Greek  hut  we  noi 
looked  at  siud,  *when  he  was  set,  his  and  reid 
disciples  came  to  him.*  them  is  ' 

The  disciples  seeing  Him  sit  down  Engh^.  AXi 
to  talk,  understood  that  to  mean  He  that  to  say, 
bad  something  very  important  to  we  need  to  J|a||H|K 
ny.  Matthew  records  the  detail  of  try  a  little 
Hui  sitting  down  to  show  us  that  this  harder  to 
was  ver^r  important  teaching  to  fol-  understand 
low.  This  mi^t  not  be  quite  to  for-  Jesus*  use 
eign  to  us  if  we  rememMr  colleges,  of  the  woid 
universities,  and  seminaries  have  en-  ‘Blessed.* 
dowed  chairs  for  their  most  promi-  I  found 

nent  professors  to  teach  their  most  an  explanation  in  Barclay's  commen- 
important  subjects.  tarv  that  was  veiy  helpful.  The  Aramaic 

T^  Sermon  on  the  Mount  was  the  ana  Old  Testament  Hebrew  have  a  com-  .  , 

orientation  workahop  for  the  new  mon  expression  vdikh  means  *0  the  and  seaaoning. 
diactides.  It  covers  in  an  organized  blesaedneas  of.*  Barclay  sites  the  be-  life  diat  hunge 
fu^o  some  of  the  most  importimt  ginning  of  the  Book  of  Psalms  where  he  teousaess  and 
subjects  that  Jesus  felt  these  novice  says  a  good  tranalation  of  this  expres-  certainly  make 
disciples  would  need  to  prepare  them  skm  would  be:  *0  the  blessedness  of  the  our  nation  todi 
for  their  ministries.  man  that  walketh  not  in  the  counsel  of  weB  seasoned 


the  ungodly.*  This  emphasis  is  on  the  love,  righteousness,  purity,  gentleness, 
continual  messing  of  God  for  the  pres-  and  faith.  Jesus  warns  that  if  we  allow 
ent  and  into  eternity.  our  salt  to  lose  its  savor  our  influence 

With  this  eimUnation  Barclay  s'ys  a  will  be  lost,  ‘but  if  the  salt  have  lost  its 

t>id  modem  English  translation  the  savour,  where-with  shall  it  be  salted?  It 
at  Beatitude  would  be:  ‘O  the  ^tfiss  of  is  thence  forth  good  for  nothing,*  Mat- 

_ the  man  wrho  has  reaUsed  his  own  utter  thcw  5:13  (KJV). 

James.  Jesus  first  spoke  The  Beatitudes  Helplessness,  and  who  has  put  his  wrhole  Then  Jesus  tau^t,  *Ye  are  the  light 
in  Aramaic,  which  was  a  kind  of  Hebrew  trust  in  God,  for  thus  akme  he  can  ren-  of  the  world.  A  dP  that  is  set  on  an  nil] 

spoken  byjiis  disdpics  and  the  Jews  of  der  to  God  that  perfect  obedience  which  cannot  be  hid,”  M  itthew  5:14  (KJV).  It 

will  make  him  a  dtizen  of  the  Kingdom  seems  to  me  it  would  be  a  natural  exten- 
of  Heaven!*  His  emphases  on  the  state  siooofthisijuotetoaayachurchonahill 
of  Bliss,  cannot  be  hid.  Does  your  church  sedc  to 
prayided  by  show  its  li^^t  in  your  community? 

(focVs  grace,  Jesus  tmd  us  to  intentionally  put  our 
is  that  it  witness  on  a  candle  stick  so  it  will  shine 

is  without  clearly  to  men.  He  tells  us  it  would  be 

limit  or  end  foolish  to  light  a  candle  and  hid  it  un- 
for  the  fol-  der  a  basket.  Jesus  clearly  tells  us  how 
lower  of  to  use  our  light:  *Let  your  light  so  shine 
the  Christ  before  men,  that  they  may  see  your 

is  richly  good  works.” 

mea^^ingful  But  if  we  don't  finish  the  verse  our  sah 

to  me.  k  in  danger  of  onl^  being  trammed  im- 

When  one  lives  the  life  described  in  derfoot  bi^use  it  is  wortnless.  Ilw  end 
The  Beatitudes  they  become  the  salt  of  of  verse  is  the  pundi  line  that  must  not 
the  earth.  Salt  ia  TOth  a  prese^tive  be  missed,  "that  they  may  see  your  good 

Torify  your  radier  wham  is 
iatthew  5:16  (KJV). 


Explore  fei 

with  Don  Hicks 


gifts  of  apostleship,  prophecy,  evange- 
Rs^  pastoring  and  tcacning. 

Thm  is  inmed  much  vane^  among 
the  gifts,  but  the  same  God  gives  each 
one.  The  ultimate  purpose  of  each, 
as  should  be  true  of  any  area  of  life, 
bringing  glory  to  Goa.  ‘If  anyone 
eaks,  let  him  speak  as  the  oracles  of 


manifestation  of  the  Spirit  foi  the  com¬ 
mon  gpod.*  (ESV)  By  appropriately 
uaina  our  we  can  build  up  one 

anomer  ana  enable  the  body  to  %vork  ef¬ 
fectively.  We  have  received  in  order  that 
we  may  give  to  and  serve  others. 

Gifts  come  in  all  shapes  and  sizes,  is 

While  there  are  many  different  kinds  ^ _ 

of  gifts,  each  one  has  value  and  is  an  God.  If  anyone  ministers,  let  him  do  it 

essential  part  of  the  body  as  a  whole,  as  with  the  ability  which  God  supplies, 

Paul  gives  that  in  all  things  God  may  be  glorified 

examples  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  belong 
of  spintual  the  glory  and  the  dominion  forever  ana 
gifts  in  1  ever.”  (1  Peter  4:11,  NKJV)  Whatever 
Corinthi-  our  gift,  we  are  called  to  put  it  to  use. 
ans  12:8-  “Having  gifts  that  differ  according  to 
10,  which  the  grace  given  to  us,  let  us  use  them: 
include  the  if  prophecy,  in  proportion  to  our  faith; 
‘utterance  if  service,  in  our  serving;  the  one  who 
of  wis-  teaches,  in  his  teaching;  the  one  who 

dom...  the  exhorts,  in  his  exhortation;  the  one 

utterance  who  contributes,  in  generosi^  the  one 
of  know!-  who  leads,  with  zeal;  the  one  who  docs 
iling...  the  acts  of  mercy,  with  cheerfulness.”  (Ro- 
phecy...  the  mans  12:6-8)  When  we  know  which 
?en  spirits...  gift  we  have  been  given,  we  are  better 
interpreta-  able  to  bring  glory  to  God  and  serve 
mother  list-  one  another,  ife  you  know  your  ^iri- 
ans  12,  Paul  tual  gift?  If  so,  how  arc  you  using  it  for 
teaching,  the  kingdom? 


area.  Someone  mi^  be  a  strong  ath-  risma,*  which  Vine's  Expository  Dlc- 
lete,  1  skilled  cransman,  or  have  a  tionary  defines  as  *a  oft  of  grace,  a  rift 
lovely  sin^ngvoiea.  Others  are  highly  involving  grace.”  As  the  body  of  (^iist, 
intelfectual  or  artistic.  When  think-  the  many  members  by  grace  have  been 
ing  of  being  gifted  in  this  way  or  when  given  different  rifts  that  %vork  tog^- 
comparing  oneself  to  others,  it’s  easy  cr.  Rather  than  feeling  that  one’s  gift  is 
to  potenorily  think  of  oneself  as  lack-  better  than  others’  or  %vishing  that  one 
ing  any  particiilar  "gift.”  But,  accord-  had  a  dif- 
int  to  &ripture,  the  Holy  Spirit  has  ferent  gift, 
gifted  each  and  every  Chnstian  with  a  we  each 
spiritual  rift(s).  should  ap- 

The  b^ever  does  not  choose  his  or  preciate  i 

her  spiritual  gift.  Spiritual  gifts  are  not  and  hum-  gl||K|  UlUOIBS  Tl 
given  so  that  W€  can  accomplish  the  bly  seek  ^ 
things  we  want  to  do;  rather,  they  en-  to  use  the  '  ^ith  Breanna  Wooten 

able  us  to  do  that  which  God  desires  of  rift  which  i 

os.  God  gives  them  in  order  to  equip  us  Has  been 
for  that  uriiich  He  has  planned.  In  the  graciously 
book  of  1  Corinthians,  Paul  addresses  and  pur- 
the  topic  of  spiritual  gifts.  He  says  posefully  .  , 

that  these  gifts  “are  empowered  by  one  given  to  us  by  the  will  of  God.  ed, 

and  the  same  Spirit,  who  apportions  While  they  arc  not  intended  to  be  for  wc 
to  each  one  indwdually  as  he  wills.”  show,  spiritual  gifts  are  also  not  to  be  ab 
(1  Corinthiana  ESV)  The  Holy  hOnW.  God  intends  for  us  to  use  them  yai 

Spirit  chooses  %vhich  gift  each  will  re-  to  minister  to  one  another.  Wc  are  in-  tic 
ceive  and  bestows  it  upon  the  believer,  structed  in  1  Prier  each  one  in( 

Spiritual  rifts  are  not  to  be  a  source  has  received  a  gift,  minister  it  to  one  an-  im 
of  pri^,  for  Sey  are  not  something  that  other,  as  good  stewards  of  the  inanifold  e» 
one  earns.  When  writing  on  this  topic  grace  of  (5od.*  (NKJV)  In  1  Corinthians  of 
to  the  church  in  Rome,  Paul  says  that  12^4,  we  arc  tokl.  To  each  is  given  the  sp< 


is  the  result  of  relentless  lobby¬ 
ing  on  the  part  of  LGBT  activ- 
ists,  accompanied  by  im^icit  or 
explicit  threats  to  ^  to  harm  a 
company  s  reputation  if  they  do 
not  fall  into  line.” 

He  suggested  hansgender  is¬ 
sues  wiU^y  an  increasing  role 
in  American  life,  involviM  chil¬ 
dren,  education,  and  the  federal 
government  through  issues  such 


KROGER 

com.  from  p,  1 

America  to  that  bat,”  he  said. 

Companies  do  not  make 
these  decisions  “because  of 
a  dispaaskmate  evaluation 
of  what  attracts  the  best  em¬ 
ployees  and  bow  best  to  serve 
SpngK  said.  ‘Instead,  it 
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Far,  Far 
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